
Mission  Statement

Whole P arish  Cateches is

Suggestions t o Pa rents /Gu ardians

Good Example

Saint Patr ick's Church is committed to teach the Gospel Message and the true doctrine, 
practices and bel iefs of the Roman Cath olic Church in a manner that refle cts the 
teachings of Jesus.  We wi ll impart the Gospel Message  in the format o f Whole Parish 
Catechesis.  

Whole Parish Catechesis is a vision of fa ith formation that is rooted in the docu ments of 
Vatican I I, the and other catechetical documents.  It 
promotes faith formatio n as an ongoing and l ifelong process that can be great ly supp orted 
by intergenerat ional learning and interact ion.

Through deve loping opportu nities for prayer,  journal ing, Faith Sharin g, bui lding 
Households of Faith,  reflecting on why and h ow we Gather, and promoting active Service 
and Outreach, all members of the com munity of faith are  supported in their own fa ith 
formation and are inv ited to rec laim their  personal and col lective role in the formation of 
all other members of the com munity.

The Whole Par ish Catechesis vision recogniz es and celebrates e veryone at al l ages as 
having an equal  role and respon sibility with in the Christ ian comm unity.  Children are  as 
important in the catechetica l process as eve r.  At the same time, we w ill expand o ur 
efforts to support quality catechesis for a ll generat ions as wel l.

A loving God -centered home is most essential for the de velopment of faith and the l iving 
of faith.  As primary and princ iple educators of your children be fa ithfu l to the Church.  
Worship with your children at home and in Ch urch.  Let them see old and yo ung alike in 
a comm on spirit of prayer and cel ebration.  Attendance at Mass, whether on Sun day or 
Saturday night Masses is required by the Roma n Catholic Church, the pr ecept of the 
church specifies the law of the Lord more prec isely:  “

Please keep in mind, the 
children cannot bring themselv es to church. You, who are most dear to them, and wh o 
will forever be their  greatest inf luence, must show t hem the way t o God, b y your good 
example.  Actions speak louder than words.

Needless to say a major way parents participate in nurturing the fa ith of thei r children in 
the conte xt of Whole Parish Catechesis is by demonstrating through their example and 
lifestyle that they bot h value and enjoy their own faith and relat ionship with Jesus and the 
Church.  Parent and family partic ipation in Whole Par ish Catechesis is a major 
component in building  a .

General Directo ry for C ateches is, 

On Sun days and other holy days o f 
obliga tion the faithful are boun d to participate in the Mass.”  

Household of Faith



Studies ver ify that parents continue to exercise the sing le most important influence on the 
formation of their ch ildren’s values from infancy through high school.  Parents are the 
primary and princip le educator s.  The first school is the fami ly in which ch ildren lea rn to 
live in society and in the Church. Whole Par ish Catechesis provides support for y our 
endeavors.

On the practica l level, the good example being asked of parents rea lly does mean the 
of which you are capable.  Whatever you routinely do 

is good exam ple.  One form this good exam ple can 
take is attending catechet ical assembl ies together as a  family.  This says in no uncertain 
terms that adults value thei r own fa ith.

Regular attendance at the weekend Mass, to continue to st udy Catholic teaching,
Breaking Open the Word at ho me on a week ly basis, ef forts to grow in some virtue like 
patience or forg iveness of enemies, smal l acts of kindness, efforts at personal prayer, 
struggles to overcome personal weaknesses, concern for the less fortunate, invo lvement 
in some form of parish serv ice – these a ll qualify as good example.  None of them 
requires specia l skills, large expenditures of time, o r extraordinary e fforts.

The registration fee, wh ich helps to minima lly cover our expenses, is $ 50.00 for one 
child, $60.00 for 2 children and $ 70.00 for 3 or  more chi ldren in the fam ily. Those 
learners in grades 2 and 8 will be charged an addit ional $25.00 to cover  the extra costs of 
sacramental preparat ion.   A timely payment of the required fee s would be much 
appreciated.  If due to extenuating circumstances you are unable to pay, please notify 
either the re ctory or the Catechesis Office.  Your information w ill be kept str ictly 
confidential .

During the Confirmat ion Ceremon y the Past or and PCL m ust verify to the B ishop that the 
candidates are properly prepared to rece ive the sacr ament.  In order to ensure that we can 
honestly do so, we will track attendance and performa nce at all assemblies .  It is vital that 
learners be present for e very session unless i llness or other serious reasons prevent 
attendance.  Should a you ng learner  miss a c lass, the Catechesis O ffice should be n otified 
so that we can arrange for a  make up session at Saint Rose of Lima. It is your 
respon sibility to arrange for the make up work in the event that you have missed class. 

It is stated 
in the D iocesan  guidelines that sports are not acceptable as a reason for miss ing 
instruction.    Your efforts 
to affect re gular attendance wi ll greatly improve your family’s catechetica l experience.   

routine Christian behavior that 
flows fro m your C atholic faith life 

Excessive absence will result in removal from the program .

Registrati on Fee

Attenda nce

SPORTS CANNO T BE AN A CCEPTABLE REASON FOR ABSENCE.  



Attend ance Rep orts 

Transfer P olic y

Sac raments

NO ABSENCES FOR REAS ONS OF SPORTS.   

Behavi or / Di scipline

Interi m Assignments

Should any young learner have excess ive absences, parents wil l be noti fied, in writing,  
that they are in danger of being  removed from the program.  Excessi ve absence means 
any atten dance pattern that falls outside of the D iocesan guidel ines.

Should a fami ly dec ide to change parishes and/or catechetica l programs we ask  that you 
notify the Wh ole Par ish Catechesis Off ice so that we can update o ur records and se nd 
transfers lette rs to the rece iving prog ram. 

Because of the seriousness of the sacramental preparation, only 1 absence is allowed in 
grades 2 and 8.  There can be 
Children prepar ing for the sacraments are required to attend 2 consecutive years in grades 
1&2 and 7& 8.  For those learners that are t ransferr ing in, we will require  docume ntation 
that the stu dent ha s been atten ding religious education  regularly in the prev ious parish.

Jesus ha s asked us to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  As  we all strive to 
follow Jesus, we wi ll be aware of showing respect and courtes y to each ot her.  Your 
encouragement an d cooperation in helping  your children to live God’s law of love is 
essential.  

In concert with good discip line, no child should bring to an assembly any sharp or 
dangerous o bjects.  A good rule of thum b is to fol low the a irline gu idelines.  If you can’t 
take it on a plane then a learner cannot bring it to an assembly.  Should any u nsafe object
be foun d in a chi ld’s pos session  and the pare nt is not prese nt, it will be confiscated by the 
catechist.  The object w ill be sent to the office where  a parent w ill have to r etrieve it.  On 
a first offense there w ill be a wa rning.  On a repeated offense the learner runs the risk of 
being removed from assemblies.
This same policy w ill also apply to cel l phones a nd/or electronic  media.  They wi ll be 
confiscated not becau se they are dangerous but beca use they are a large disruption in a 
gathering .

Assignments wil l be given at a ll assemblies for the interim wee k when we do not gather 
for an assembly.  Assignments are a meaningfu l and necessary activ ity that supplements 
and reinforces work done in the group.  Assignments are gi ven as a means of extending 
catechesis over the per iod of time when we do not meet.   This simple tas k has dramatic 
impact on learning .



1. Assignments d ouble the amount of learn ing time.
2. Assignments increase the amou nt of learning by 50%
3. Assignments signif icantly improve learner involvement.
4. Assignments giv e learners a sense of respon sibility and ownership for the 

assembly.

At the end of every assembly al l learners w ill receive a  Kit.  This kit 
will include acti vities in wh ich the entire  house hold wi ll participate.  Ea ch ass embly wi ll 
distribute the same kit so that any household, regardless of the ages of the learners,  does
not have more than one kit to complete.  The purpose of the kits is to enrich and expand 
the faith g rowth of each partic ipating family.

Knowledge of certa in elements of Catholic be lief is best acquired by memorization.  Pope 
John Paul II pointed out that “

.”

Parents/Guardians sh ould alert the PCL and catechists if your chi ld has le arning  
disabi lities.  It is vital that we are awa re of the speci fic disability so that we can tai lor 
your child’s instruction to suit their learning styles.  Consideration wi ll be given on how 
to instruct and evaluate any learner with specia l needs .

It is common for people to have ser ious and even l ife threaten ing allergies or other health 
conditions.  It is imperat ive that the office  and catechist be adv ised of any such c onditions 
and/or nee ds you or your ch ild may have.  We w ill do everything in our power to keep 
your family healthy and safe.  Allergy, medica l and emergency forms are kept on f ile in 
the assem bly and in the office  for every chi ld.  This is to maximize  our abi lity to protect 
your child’s health and safety especially when you are not present.  When you receive 
these forms to be com pleted please do so and return t hem to t he parish catechesis office 
as soon as po ssible. 

Parents/Guardians of primary chi ldren are requi red to  drop off and pick up their chi ldren 
at the assembly door.  If the catech ist is not present in the room leave your chi ld 
unatten ded.  No young chi ld will be released  at the end of a gather ing without an adult 
present. If another parent is pic king up your child the catechist should have your 
permission, in wr iting, to re lease the student to the alternate adult.

Househ olds  of F aith Kits

Memori zatio n

Special Needs /  Learning Di sabilities

Health Issues

Dismis sal

do not 

Household of Faith

the blossoms… of fa ith and piety do not grow in the deser t 
places of a memoryless ca teches is.  What is essen tial is that the texts that ar e memorized 
must at the same t ime be t aken in and gradually unders tood in depth, in order to become 
a source of Ch ristian life o n the personal leve l and the comm unity level



Eme rgency Cl osing

Change of Add ress or Pho ne

The C alend ar

DOES NOT 
DO NOT 

Confessi ons

The Cu rricu lum

Emergency closings,  due to inclement weather or emerg ency wi ll be announce d on the 
answering machine in the Catechetica l Office at the following number: 4 75-4919.  

Please notify the catechet ical office immediately if you sh ould have a change of address 
or pho ne number, so that we may have accurate records sho uld we need to contact y ou 
for any reason.  If you are moving out of the parish then we would appreciate notif ication 
that you are withdrawing your family from the parish program.

Please note the changes in the ca lendar each year.  The year  extends from Septe mber to 
May.  Sunday a nd Monday assemblies don’t always coincide.  Our schedule
follow the public school ca lendar.  Secu lar holidays always affect our ca lendar.  
When in do ubt be sure to check our calendar of events, attached to the end of this 
handbook.

It is our goal to prov ide Confession for  everyone in the parish.  Regu larly scheduled 
Confession s are every Saturday from 3 :00 – 3:30.  A Penance Serv ice for a ll parish ioners
will occur a minimum of twice a  year, once during Advent and once during Lent. These 
services will be public ized in the Church Bul letin and on t he parish website.  Parents 
should, however, take  their children to confession regularly during the year.  Young 
learners who do not go to co nfession o n a regula r basis a re often embarrassed and 
insecure when faced with receiving the sacr ament.  This is due to the fact that when the 
sacrament is rare ly received the chi ldren for get the format and the prayers invol ved.  Just 
as catechesis is a regular event in your schedule, so sh ould Co nfession.

A copy of o ur Whole Parish Catechesis Curr iculum wi ll be prov ided for ev ery 
partic ipating family.  Our curr iculum is a living docume nt in that it is ever evolving and 
changing.  The curr iculum for Whole Par ish Catechesis is a spiral scope and sequence 
that approac hes every topic at ev ery age  group.  This is done in an age  appropriate 
manner. We have expan ded our curricu lum to include al l age groups from 5 to 95.   The 
subject matter being offered goes beyon d our assembly walls and into your homes. You 
will find that on every age level we include the fol lowing: home assignments, 

 activities and required commu nity service.  The vision of Whole 
Parish Catechesis is based on the belief that cateches is does not occ ur in only one fo rmat 
or that age-level catechesis ends.  It recogni zes, rather,  that catechesis occurs in many 
different ways at diffe rent t imes and in diffe rent places.  

Households of Fai th



Inst ruction al M ateri als

Lea rner Safety P rotoc ol

Crisis Management Plan: 

Sexual Harassment:

Textbooks are often a major source for instructional mater ial.  In Whole P arish 
Catechesis, the textbo oks wi ll be Published by Harcourt Brace.  These 
texts wil l be kept in class as portions are removed and sent h ome for review  or new 
instruction.  The textbooks wil l provide only a portion of the materi al used fo r 
instruction.  The catech ists will employ man y mean s to impart information and foster 
faith growth.  In addit ion to texts for yo ung learners there w ill be instructional booklets 
from the  for adult learners.  Both the booklets and texts are 
aligned by topics and in keeping  with the Aside from 
printed materia ls, mixed media wi ll be incorporated into the catechists plan for 
instruction.  The assembly wi ll also contain the use of B ibles, Hymnals, trade b ooks 
prayer books an d journals.  

In accordance with Diocesan mandates, we are adhering  to a new Learner  Safety 
Protocol.  As an institut ion of catechesis, we ha ve an ethica l and le gal responsibi lity to 
provide a safe atmosphere for learners of a ll ages, instructors, aides and support staff 
alike. 

In light of the nat ion’s heightened state of alert , we hav e put into place a  Crisis 
Management Plan.  This plan w ill work in concert with local law enforcemen t, fire and 
public safety agenc ies.  In the event of a local emergency we w ill be notif ied by the 
authorities.  Immediately thereafte r, we will go into “Lock -Down” m ode.  In Lock -Down 
all learners will be secured either in the church basement or in the Par ish Center.  We are 
prepared to keep them there safely until w e receive and a ll-clear form the authorities.

In case of an evacuat ion, the auth orities are aware of  our assembly schedules and wil l 
contact and relocate us.  We wi ll assume Lock -Down mode u ntil we are removed and 
relocated to a safe r environment.  When we have safely arr ived we w ill then attempt to 
notify fami lies of our locat ion.  We are  unable to contact yo u before then because we wi ll 
not be ap prised of our new location until  we are  there.  It is our intent to keep all members
safe and secure at al l times.

Sexual harassment is any activ ity of a sexual nature that is unwanted or u nwelcome, 
including  but not limited to : unwanted to uching, pinching, patt ing, verba l comments, o f a 
sexual nature, sexual name – calling, pressure to engage in sexual act ivity, repeated 
propositions, and unwa nted body contact. Learners, who engage in sexual harassment, 
while enga ged in catechet ical activities or on parish property, wi ll be subject to
appropriate d iscipline which may inc lude removal from the program and/or lega l action.
In the event of an inc ident, the occurrence will be documente d; adults will meet with the 
pastor an d PCL to purs ue an investi gation to determine if sexual harassment oc curred and 
the appro priate response.

A Cal l To Faith, 

Growing Fai th Project
Catechism of the Catholic Chu rch.  



Evidence of Thre ats:

Staff Abuse:

Drugs:

Fingerprintin g:

Supervi sion:

No 

Evidence of a threat is when a learner either in writing or verbally expresses a desire to 
cause harm to himself or others.  Learners who present a threat either  to themselves or 
others while enga ged in catechetica l activities or on parish property wi ll be subject to an 
immediate and strict response to t he threat.  The learner will be removed from the 
program and n ot allowed to return unless a written statement from a doctor that t he 
person is no danger to himself or others has been sub mitted to the Parish Catechetica l 
Leader.  This written recommendation s hould be the result of a ful l psychologica l 
evaluation.  

Staff abuse is any acti vity of a threaten ing nature inc luding verba l and/or phy sical abuse.  
Most cases of staff abuse occur when a learner engages in verba l attacks against a
catechist.  It is considered abuse whether  or not they e ngage in foul language .  It may be 
statements of disrespect or actual threats  of future phy sical harm. On rar e occasions an 
angry or out of control learner may str ike someone in authority, shove an other person  or 
they ma y hurl books, chairs, objects, etc.  Learners who engage in staff abuse whi le 
partic ipating in catechetica l activities or on parish property wi ll be subject to appro priate 
discip line which may inc lude removal from the program and/ or legal action.  
When an incident occurs it wi ll be documented.  Adults will meet w ith the pastor and 
PCL to determine what happe ned and the ap propriate course of action.  Those actions 
may involve  reprimand, removal f rom the program and/ or a legal compla int.

Drugs are neve r allowed on church premises.  If a learner is found t o be in posses sion, 
they wil l be deta ined until the pol ice are noti fied.  It w ill be determined by the Past or and 
PCL whether the learner w ill be allowed to return for cateches is.  

If a staf f member sho uld rea lize that a  driver is visibly impai red and in no con dition to 
drive, we reserve  the r ight to refuse to a llow a learner  to go home in that vehic le.  The 
PCL also reser ves the r ight to ca ll an emer gency nu mber to have the yo ung learner 
picked up.

All catechists , aides and support staff are fingerpr inted as a matter of course  and 
precaution.  This is to ve rify that there is no crim inal record in any one’s background.  
This will further  ensure that all learners are in a safe environment whe n in attendance.

Due to the fact that our catechetical  campus involves more than one building and that we 
meet in the even ing on two days we wil l be he ightening  supervis ion of young learners.  

young learner will be allowed to trave l outdo ors from o ne location to another 
unsupervised.  They wi ll be accompanied by a n adult each time they are outdo ors.  

All threats, no matte r how trivi al they seem, must be taken seri ously and 
dealt with i mmediately. NO EXCEPTIONS!



Handb ook Protoc ol
After reading th is publicat ion it is essentia l that you review all of the pert inent materia l 
with all members of yo ur hou sehold.  All policies and protocols wil l be most effecti ve if 
you discuss the m as a fami ly and ensure that everyone understands what is expected of 
them.  Your continued support is always valued and appreciated.  To underline the 
importance of this protocol yo u will be asked to si gn the form attached at the end of this 
handbook stating that you agree with terms in this handbook and will abide by the terms 
herein.  This form w ill be kept on record in the Catechesis off ice.



Whole Parish Catechesis Calendar

September 2005 – April 2006

September – 11,12,13 & 25,25,27

October – 9,10,11 & 23,24,25

November – 13,14,15 & __,28,29

December – 11,12,13

January – 8,9,10 & 22,23,24

February – 12,13,14 & 26,27,28

March – 12,13,14 & 26,27,28

April - __,10,11 & 23,24,25

.
Special events and Sacramental dates will be announced at 
a later time



Whole Parish Catechesis Handbook Agreement

Famil y Na me    _____ ___ _____ _______ _____ _____ _______ _____ ____

Name of Adult Signing Doc ument 

Adult Signatu re ____ ___ _____ _____ _______ _____ _______ _____ _____ _

I have received a copy of the 2005-2006 
I agree t o thoroughly discuss all areas of this  policy regarding 

behavior and responsibilit y with my family.  My household will abide by the 
policies of the  catecheti cal program.  We will  activel y reinforce the 
philosophie s stated within the handbook.

PLEASE PRIN T CLEARLY

PLEASE PRIN T CLEARLY

Whole Parish Catechesis  
Handbook .  
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